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LET TIER 


Member of Parliament. 


S I KR, 


Have been, and ſtill continue to be fo much 
engag'd, in Reviewing ſome Accounts and 
Papers of Moment, that I could find no 
Laſure to Copy thoſe loole Papers, that contain 
my Project for a well Regulated Militia, which 
| promis'd to put in Your Hands in the Eaſter- 
TVeek: And. this Seſſzow draws fo near a Conclutfi- 
on, and the Militia-Bil now before the Honoure- 
ble Honſe, being ready to paſs the Third Reading ; 
1 ſee. no room for admitting my Papers to be heard 
in a Committee, if I had 'em ready for that Pur- 
poſe. And | hope, and with all true Engliſhmen ex- 
pe ſuch a Proof of the great Care and Wiſdom of 
A 2 Your 
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Your Honourable Houſe, in ſctiling the Miſ7tia at fo 
Critical a Juncture as this ; that all the Private 
Schemes, form'd by Men, that are Sincere Lovers 
of their Native Coun:ry, {hall be Infiniteiy out- 
done by rhe es Prudence and Vigilanc= of ſo 
rany Gloriows Liferters of our Liberties, as are Mem- 
rs in this Preſent Parlierient, Tis a Matter of fo 
oreat Conequence 1G the prefznt Government, and 
indeed to the vwho!e Body ci the Feople, and the 
Liber.cics of Ezz2laz4, that the K'ngcow fſhou'd ” 
put into a £66.! Foſure of Defence, and be wel 

p:oviced againſt a Forciey ixveſrons that Tm con- 
fdent, there's not a Gentleman, Site nz and Debatir 

wityin the Wal!s of that Hoonrable How/e, that canld 

ever be periwaced to pardcn hiwielt, if it were 
roſlible for i212 not to contribute all the Skil! and 
Advice he is Maſter- of, to I ri2g to the greateſt Per- 


feftion a Bill of that Orſpeakable Importass 'ce to ht; 
Native Connirey. 


And when I find moſt of wy Acquainiance thavz 
the lize Sentiments of Your preſent Deliberations, ] 
confels 'tis to them, and to me 100, a ſufticient Ami- 
doe againlt the Fears and jea 'ouſies that every Bo- 
dy, 1M a manner, 1s anus d vwubal, upon the Ri- 
mour-of an tended 7 zvaſrom frem abroad. I 'ven- 
zure to ſay, Fears and Jealo: alles 3 becauſe I meet 
with a great many People every-waere, that are apt 
to fancy, We ſhould be in a very unprovided Pe, 
On, it 30 Or 400CO Diciphin d Men ſhould Lar: 
pon 15, now the Regular Iroops are reduc'd Oo 
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7000 Mc:n, and the Invaders would meet with no 


Body to- cprole 'em, but a Fav Unexrerienced Mi- 


litia, and ih'y not 1o be drawn mio any conſide- 
rable Body und:r a Month or S'x W:eks. This ] 
allur-you, is a nvghty unealze reflection t9.1749y good 
Me-n, and they begin w.th I:rpatience to delire Your 
Biil may pais ouc of Hind, that purſuant to tic 
Model of it, We may beto well prepar'd, thi n5 
Foreign Save may dare to think of Invading us. 
For my part, I ſhoulT be very ready to hive vv 
great Opinion ot any S:ate but ours, tha: conſiſted in 
a Body ot about 1,50c,cco Men, capable of bearinz 
Arms, and they poſleisd a Large, Fruitful, Weal- 
thy Country, of above Thi:ty Millions of Acres; 
and yet, upon a Rumorr of an Enemy of 30 or 
4coco Men approaching their Frontr.rs, ſhould im- 
medatcly fall into a Great and G-neral Conſterna- 
ton, and conſequently run into ſuch Confuſion, as 
to be incapable of making any Oppoſition ; but 


fſeeur away like a terrifyd Mob, or fly like a Flock of 


Sheep. And yet 'ts no Wonder, that a Populous 
Country, and a Generous Free. People, as the Peo- 
ple of Erg/and are, ſhould be Alaram'd, when 
they have a Fertile Soil, Great and Valuable Liber- 
ties, and many Thoniand Lives io loſe ; if they 
can truſt to nothing but a Country Kabble, or a Gidd)y 
Multitade, for their Preſervatzon. I ain therefore of 
Opit19nN, ; ris the. happieſt Policy, that any State can 
practice, 10 tO model 1s Subjeds, and their Eſtates, 
that in Caſ:s. of extreme Publick Danger, the who!'e 
unized Power of both may be fo readily colleQed, 
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as to- make the braveſt Defence with their own 
Hands, without ſending to Foreign Conntries tbr 
Aſſiſtance ; which every Body, that has read our 
Chronicle knows, has been often Fatal to Ezglard : 
And T am ſure it remains an 1de/tb/e Reproach upon 
Our Anceſtors, that their Diſcord was ſo Notorious, 
and Government, at ſome times, was ſo Imprudent 
and Impotent, that when they were Invaded by one 
Neighbour, they were often oblig'd to ſend to others, 
and give them an Invitation to Invade 'em, to ſave 
their Liberties; and when they have ſo done, pay 
their Saviours with an abſolute Surrender of the 
Liberties they came to redeem. The Emeliſh, or the 
Inhabitants of this 1ſard, were often in this Humour, 
and as often ſmarted for it before the Times of }} 7/2- 
am the Firſt, and hardly ever ſucceeded, bur in the 
Caſe of MN7/l;aw the Third, a Prince of Unparalel'4 
Virtues, and an QUnalterable Friend to I iberty. The 
petty Princes and Siates of Italy and Germany, ha- 
ving but ſmall Territoric:, and few Snbjects are. of- 
ten put upon this Shift: Some Potent Ncighbouring 
Princes are choſen their ProteQors; and becauie 
they cannot ſ{ubſiſt alone, they admit Foreign Traops 
into their Garriſons, to {ccure their Towns and Go- 
vernment. | 


But England certainly is a Countrey of fo large an 
extent, and fo well fll'd with Strozg. and Able Mex, 
and thoſe Men are of ſo true a Natural Courage, that 
tis impoſſible for us to want help from Abroad, in any 
occaſion whatever, if our own Countrymen are but 


well 


— —— EE T——L 


— _ —— OC —— v 


EF" 


well' Arm'd aid Diſciplin'd at Hewes, and :*tis Qui 
own fault 1t we ci.her haye not been, or are not 10 
now ; ana the fear of an Invaſion 1s juſtly Charge- 
abte upon our ſelves, if we are not ſo well prepar'd, 
as tO Jet a!] the World know they may come if they dare. 
For who dzrſz think of ſuch an Enterprize, if he werc 
{ure to be receiv'd at his Landing with Sixty Thouſand 
Brave Fellows, under good Diſcipline, and sk1ltul Ot- 
htcers, ready to Cut the Invaders in pieces, and force 
"ome into the Salt INater > The Thirtcen Cantons of 
S&ritzerland poilels a Track of Land, that in Value 
an! Number of People, I darc fay,. don't exceed the 
Three Counties of Kert, Suſfex, and Srrry ; and tho 
the Countrey makes a very rude and troubleſome 
March, yet the Militia 1s fo well Order'd, that upon 
occaſion they can bring into the Fi:ld, in Ten Days 
time, 2 comp'eat Army of Fifty or Sixty Thoutand 
Men ; and {ooner tco, if we may believe thoſe who 
have bcen there. Now if the Peop'e here were as 
well Drſciphn'd as the Switzers are, or according to 
the Mode)! I have drawn ; I fee no manner of rea- 
ſon to doubt, that ſhould an Enemy of Twenty or 
Thirty Thouſand Men Land in any part of Kezt 
or Suſſex ; wihin One Weeks time thoſe Three Coun- 
ties b:{orementioned, with a Body of Men drawn 
out of the City cf Loxdox, all amounting to Sixty 
or Szventy Thouſand Men, ſhould be upon their 
Bones, and Cut 'exz: off every Manu. But were we once 
but ſo weil provided as the Swiſs Cantons are, we 
might be confident no Body would have to do with 
as. And cur Wozren and Childrex would then De- 


ipiſe thoke very Ferces, of which a great zzauy Mer 


amongſt 
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amongſt vs'now ſeem to be afraid. - But ſhould- any 
one of our Neighbours, deſtitute of - Faith and "Truth, 
make an Attempt upon us at this preſent Juncture, 
the fitteſt Expcdient that I can think of, is, That by 
a Reloive of the Houſe, His Majeſty may 1mmediate- 
ly 1Jue 'a Proclamation, 'to all Officers and Soldiers 
that have Serv'd in the late War, to render them- 
{elves by- ſuch a Day, at ſuch a Place, where they 
{hall hive ſuch 'Encouragements, 2s, Two Shillings 
per diem tcr a Foot Soldier, Four Shillings per diem: 
tor a Dragoon, ard <ix Shiliings per diem for an 
Horſeman, during the Expedi:ion, a Gratwity of the 
R<b.ls Eſtates, wien tle Service 13 over, and a Cha- 
rity to the Families of thoſe who fall in the Service 
join with theſe the Militia of Low4or, and of the 
neareſt Counties, to the place of Invatior 3 and 1 
wou'd hope theſe might ſerve our turn for the pre- 
ſent, if occaſion be, which God forbid : And for the 
future; I hope we ſhall be put in fo gocd a Poſture 
by the preſent Parliament, as to make all our Neigh- 
- bours utterly deipair of ever ſucceeding in any pre- 
tended Invaſion of Enzland. | 


I am, Sir, 
With very great Veneration, 


Your moſt Obeclient, 


Humble Scroant. © 
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